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SUBJECT: SINO-INDIAN BORDER CLASH 

PEKING GAVE ITS VERSION OE THE SINO-INDIAN BORDER CLASH IN A NOVEM- 
BER 3 STATEMENT BY THE SPOKESMAN OE THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFEAIRS. TEXTEOLLOWS: 

ON NOVEMBER 1, 1975 THE SPOKESMAN OE THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL 
AFEAIRS OF INDIA MADE A STATEMENT ASSERTING THAT CHINESE PERSONNEL 
AMBUSHED AN INDIAN PATROL AND KILLED FOUR INDIAN SOLDIERS IN AN AREA 
WHICH HE CLAIMED WAS "WELL WITHIN INDIAN TERRITORY". HIS STATEMENT 
WAS A SHEER REVERSAL OF BLACK AND WHITE AND CONEUSION OF RIGHT AND 
WRONG. IN ORDER TO SET FORTH THE TRUTH, THE SPOKESMAN OF 
THE MINISTRY OE EOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC 
OF CHINA MAKES THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT UPON INSTRUCTIONS: 

AT 1330 HOURS ON OCTOBER 20, 1975 A GROUP OF INDIAN 
TROOPS CROSSED THE LINE OF ACTUAL CONTROL OF NOVEMBER 7, 

1959 AT TULUNG PASS ON THE EASTERN SECTOR OF THE SINO- 
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INDIAN BOUNDARY AND INTRUDED INTO CHINA'S TERRITORY OF 
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TIBET. PERSONNEL OF THE CIVILIAN CHECKPOST AT CHUNA IN 
TIBET, CHINA, REPEATEDLY WARNED THE INDIAN SOLDIERS THAT 
THEY HAD CROSSED THE LINE AND TOLD THEM TO WITHDRAW 
IMMEDIATELY. IGNORING THIS, AND INDIAN SOLDIERS MADE 
CONTINUAL PROVOCATIONS AND EVEN OPENED FIRE AT THE CHINESE 
CIVILIAN CHECKPOST PERSONNEL, POSING A GRAVE THREAT TO THE 
LIFE OF THE LATTER. THE CHINESE CIVILIAN CHECKPOST PERSONNEL 
WERE OBLIGED TO FIRE BACK IN SELF-DEFENCE. 

AGAINST THE ABOVE-MENTIONED INTRUSION AND PROVOCA- 
TION OF INDIAN SOLDIERS, A RESPONSIBLE MEMBER OE THE ASIAN 
DEPARTMENT OF THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AEFAIRS OF THE 
PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OE CHINA HANDED A NOTE OF PROTEST TO THE 
CHARGE D'AEFAIRES AD INTERIM OF THE INDIAN EMBASSY IN 
CHINA ON THE MORNING OF OCTOBER 22, 1975. HE ALSO ORALLY 
NOTIFIED THE INDIAN SIDE THAT THE CHINESE CIVILIAN CHECK- 
POST PERSONNEL HAD, IN THE COURSE OF FIRING BACK IN SELF- 
DEFENCE, KILLED FOUR INDIAN SOLDIERS AND THAT THE CHINESE 
SIDE WAS READY TO LET THE INDIAN SIDE COLLECT THEIR BODIES 
AT ANY TIME. ON THE AFTERNOON OF OCTOBER 25 THE CHARGE 
D'AFFAIRES AD INTERIM OF THE INDIAN EMBASSY IN CHINA 
CALLED ON THE RESPONSIBLE MEMBER OF THE ASIAN DEPARTMENT 
OF THE CHINESE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND EXPRESSED 
THE DESIRE OF THE INDIAN SIDE TO COLLECT THE BODIES OF 
THE INDIAN SOLDIERS AND THEIR WEAPONS AND AMMUNITION. 

AT 1400 HOURS, PEKING TIME, ON OCOTBER 28 A REPRESENTATIVE 
OF THE INDIAN SIDE CAME TO THE CHINESE SIDE OF THE LINE OF 
ACTUAL CONTROL AT TULUNG PASS IN TIBET, CHINA TO COLLECT THE 
BODIES OF THE FOUR INDIAN SOLDIERS AND THEIR WEAPONS 
AND AMMUNITION AND SIGNED A RECEIPT. THE ABOVE FACTS ARE 
EVIDENT: WHILE IN PLAIN FACT INDIAN TROOPS HAD CROSSED 
THE LINE OF ACTUAL CONTROL AND INTRUDED INTO CHINA'S 
TERRITORY OF TIBET, THE INDIAN SIDE, FLYING IN THE FACE 
OF THE FACT, ALLEGED THAT THE CHINESE PERSONNEL HAD 
CROSSED INTO INDIAN TERRITORY; WHILE IN PLAIN FACT INDIAN 
TROOPS HAD OPENED FIRE IN PROVOCATION, THE INDIAN SIDE 
SPREAD THE SLANDER THAT CHINESE PERSONNEL LAID AN AMBUSH. 

THE STAND OF THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT ON THE SINO- 
INDIAN BOUNDARY QUESTION IS KNOWN TO ALL. IN ORDER TO 
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AVERT BORDER CONFLICTS AND PRESERVE PEACE ALONG THE BORDER, 
THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT HAS ALWAYS STOOD FOR THE MAINTENANCE 
OF THE STATUS QUO ON THE BORDER PENDING A SETTLEMENT 
OF THE BOUNDARY QUESTION. TO THIS END, THE CHINESE 
GOVERNMENT ON ITS SIDE HAS TAKEN A SERIES OF MEASURES 
ON ITS OWN INITIATIVE. OVER THE YEARS, THE PERSONNEL 
OF THE CHINESE CIVILIAN CHECKPOSTS PERFORMING THEIR DUTIES 
ON THE CHINESE SIDE OF THE LINE OF ACTUAL CONTROL ALONG 
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THE SINO-INDIAN BOUNDARY HAVE ALWAYS STRICTLY ABIDED BY 
THE PRINCIPLED STAND OF THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT. WE HOPE 
THAT THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT WILL TAKE EFFECTIVE MEASURES 
TO ENSURE AGAINST THE RECURRENCE OF SIMILAR INCIDENTS IN 
FUTURE. END TEXT 
BUSH 
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